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Alan Platt (Clerk to the Council) 
 

can be contacted at: 
 

9 Ambleside Avenue 
Euxton 
Chorley PR7 6NX  
 
 

Tel: 01257 234003 
 

e-mail: 
 ecclestonpc@btinternet.com 

 

website: 
www.ecclestonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

twitter 
@ecclestonpc 

 
 

Parish Council Meetings are held 
on the second Thursday of each  
month in The Changing Rooms, 
Drapers Avenue, commencing at 
7.30pm. All residents are welcome 
to attend. 
 

A part of each meeting is set aside 
specifically for residents to let the 
Council know their views on local 
issues - come along and have your 
say!  

Village Events 
 

Following on from the events arranged last year, namely the small 
scale Family Fun Day in the Summer and the two later in the year 
(Macbeth Speaks at St Mary’s Church in November and Tim Chu at 
St Agnes’ in December) the Council’s Village Activities Committee is 
working on a programme of events for 2016. 

We’ll be arranging another Family Fun Day, with Silcock’s Amusements 
providing fairground rides, which will be held on the Millennium Green, 
over the weekend of 20/21 August. All local organisations are invited to 
take part with stalls or other activities or fund raisers. If your organisation 
would like to join in please contact the Clerk (details to the left).  

We are also intending to stage several entertainment evenings at various 
venues around the village. The first one of the year will be a play, The 
Actor’s Apology, which will be performed at St Agnes’ on Saturday 14 
May. This is another Dean Taylor production, who received excellent 
reviews from those who attended his performance of Macbeth Speaks at 
St Mary’s Church last November. Further details, including ticket 
information, will be provided nearer the time so keep an eye on the notice 
boards outside the Library in the Carrington Centre, and on the path by 
the Changing Rooms, off Drapers Avenue . 
 

Later in the year, in October, we’re planning to arrange another musical 
evening with Tim Chu. Further details will be provided in the newsletter 
nearer the time.  
 

We’re also making arrangements for a ‘Lancashire Night’ for Saturday 26 
November, which will be a celebration of all things Lancashire, including 
Lancashire folk songs, stories, comedy and dialect, together with 
traditional Lancashire food and drink. Again, further details will be 
provided in the newsletter nearer the time.  
 

Other smaller scale events are being planned and if you have any 
suggestions for events or activities please contact the Clerk. 

Save Eccleston Library 
The campaign is doing well with over 600 signatures so far but we would 
like lots more support. A number of events are being organised to show 
support for this valuable resource. These will be advertised via local 
businesses and on the Save Eccleston Library Facebook page. A 
second consultation will be taking place for people to have their say. 
This will commence in May for a 12 week period. 
 

If you are interested in trying to retain the Library sign up to an Epetition 
on Lancashire County Council’s website, which can be accessed at: 
 

http://council.lancashire.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?
ID=118&RPID=8237910&HPID=8237910 

 

There are paper versions of the petition at Caffe Manna, St Mary's 
Church and the VIP charity shop and you can sign up to the ePetition 
until 7 August 2016. 
 

Forthcoming events at the Library include a Falls Prevention Session, on 
Wednesday 13 April 10:30 - 11:30am, aimed at anyone who is at risk of 
falls or who is afraid of falling, and “Dogs for Good”, on Wednesday 11 
May, 10:30 - 11:30am, the opportunity to meet Graham Turner and his 
dog Zandra to find out about the charity which provides assistance dogs. 
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Chairman’s Message 
The budget for 2016 has now been approved by the Parish Council. The 
focus for some years now has been to find ways to maintain or enhance the 
services and facilities available to the village without increasing the precept 
charge to residents, and I am pleased to say that this has been achieved 
once again. I would like to thank all the Councillors for their support in putting 
together the budget. I would like to place on record our thanks to the Clerk, 
Alan Platt, our Parish Caretaker, Mike Marsh, and our Parish Lengthsman, 
Malcolm Hayes. Mike and Malcolm can be seen working in all weather 
conditions to keep the village tidy, whilst Alan continues to manage the 
administrative aspects of council business very efficiently and effectively. 
 

There is real concern within the village regarding the future of the Library in 
the Carrington Centre and the Young People’s Centre on Drapers Avenue. 
Both of these resources play an important role in the life of the village and 
the wellbeing of many residents. If you are unhappy with the potential closure 
of the library please see article below for information. 
 

Residents continue to voice concerns with the suitability of the pedestrian 
access to the Carrington Centre, approaching from Verdes side of The 
Green. If this is a matter of concern to you, please let the Parish Council 
know, either by contacting a Councillor or the Clerk. 
 

As always we extend an invitation to residents to join our Council meetings. 
You may have a concern that you would like to raise, a view you wish to 
express regarding a current issue, or indeed just want to hear about current 
Council matters. 
 

Lastly I will be standing down as the Chairperson in the next couple of 
months. I would like to thank Councillors for their support over the last three 
years and wish all the very best to whoever takes the reins. 
 

Mark Frost 

Ken On Cue for Foundation 
 

Former World Snooker Champion Ken Doherty was at the Young People’s 
Centre recently to support the Paul Hunter Foundation. The evening was 
culmination of projects in Chorley and Eccleston, funded by the healthy well 
being, prevention and early help service by the Lancashire County Council. 
Over a 15-week period young people came off the streets to take part in fun 
snooker activities, with the winners receiving prizes such as a television, 
iTunes vouchers and watches. 
 

On behalf of the Paul Hunter Foundation Chris Lovell said: "It was a great 
evening and many thanks to Ken for his support. Our youngsters don't 
always believe that someone of Ken’s stature is really coming to their youth 
club on a damp rainy Tuesday night in February, so when they see them in 
the flesh it's such a rewarding experience for everyone involved.  
 

Our thanks also go to the teams at North Lancs Training Group and the 
Wellbeing, Prevention and Early Help Services, together with Steve 
Mallender and David Horrix for their support delivering the sessions. 

Council Tax Frozen (again)! 
 

The Parish Council’s budget for 2016-17 has been set and, for yet 
another year, there will be no increase in the cost of the Parish Precept 
to council taxpayers.  
 

The Council manages the Recreation Fields and car parks,  Changing 
Rooms, Millennium Green, Village Green, play areas on The Hawthorns  and 
the Recreation Ground, including the all weather ball court and skate park. 
Mowing of the entrance to The Hawthorns is also carried out by the Parish 
Council. Additionally, the Council also provides the Christmas Tree and 
lights, lighting for the path between Drapers Avenue and Richmond Road, 
wayside seats and the relevant public, employer and asset insurance cover. 
Services provided by the Parish Council include the Village Caretaker, who 
looks after the play areas and our other open spaces, and attends to minor 
repairs to council property, and the Village Lengthsman, who picks litter from 
the major routes and estate roads.  



Driver 
Training 
 

Safe Driving - 
an investment for life 

 

DSA Approved Driving Instructor 
 

Over 32 years experience in 
education 

 

Excellent Pass Rate 
 

Friendly, Supportive Instructor 
 

In car DVD Lesson Presenter  
 

 

Tel: 07850 229780  
 

for further details or visit 
 

www.sjmdriving.co.uk 

SJM 

 

CONVEYANCING - Buying/
selling a house? Law Society 
CQS accredited, competitive fees. 
 
LASTING POWERS OF 
ATTORNEY - Discounts when 
we do more than one. 
 
WILLS AND PROBATE - 
Competitive fees and free wills 
storage.  
 
INJURY COMPENSATION -
personal and efficient service - 
we work hard to get the right 
result - keep 100 % of your 
compensation. 
 

C Wilson Solicitors established 
2004. Authorised and Regulated 
by the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority.  
 

Registered number 400836 

C. Wilson Solicitors 
 

215 The Green Eccleston 
 

Telephone - 01257 451333/453857  
 

Fax 01257 451333 
 

www.cwilsonsolicitors.co.uk 
 

e-mail - enquiries@cwilsonsolicitors.co.uk 

Computer Problems? 
Slow Broadband? 

 

Call Technohow for local, reliable 
support with all aspects of your home 
and small business IT needs. Serving 
Mawdesley and the surrounding 
villages.  
 

Services include: 

 Home pickup and return as 
standard 

 Broadband optimisation (up to 3 
mbps speed increase* on your 
existing service) 

 Web design  and hosting 

 PC tune-ups and repairs at        
competitive rates 

 Virus and Malware  
 removal 

 Wireless and wired 
networking 

 Hardware Installation/Upgrades 

 Remote and/or on-site support 

 Patient tuition 

 Video to DVD transfers 
 

*speed increase depends on home phone 
line set up and router configuration.   
 

Contact Technohow: 
 

Ansaphone: 01704 822874 
 

Mobile: 07777 631689 
 

Email: neil@technohow.co.uk 
 

Website: www.technohow.co.uk 

 

Nicholsons  
Ligan House, 32 Town Road, Croston 

Tel: 01772 601700 

Friendly Local Solicitors Est. 1992 

Specialised areas  

Wills and Probate 

 Lasting Power of Attorneys  

Matrimonial 

We are proud to sponsor local  

ventures and charities  

Home/Hospital/Nursing Home appointments and 
out of hours appointments can be arranged 

Please telephone for a free initial appointment 

Amanda Nicholson BA (Hons) Law MLS 

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority No 74964  

eNewsletter  
If you get your copy of the newsletter 
from the Library, as opposed to having 
one delivered, and would like to receive 
a pdf version by email please provide 
your email address to  
ecclestonpc@btinternet.com. Similarly, if 
you know of anyone who doesn’t have 
one delivered, please ask them to pass 
on their email details. 

Presentation 
 

In February, Parish Council Vice 
Chairman Kate Brown presented 
individual commemorative plates to R 
Bamford Guns, Roy Christopher & Sons, 
J & A Rigbye & Sons, Lisa Jackson, 
(Eccleston Post Office) and  Gabriel 
Valenzuela (Verdes) in  recognition of 
their many years of great service to 
Eccleston residents.  

The presentation was held at Verdes 
Restaurant and we would like to thank 
Gabriel for his kindness in hosting the 
event. 

We are looking to identify further 
businesses which have traded for a 
minimum of 20 years, in either sole or 
family ownership, to arrange a further 
presentation. If you are involved in a 
business which falls into this category, or 
know of one please pass the name on to 
the Clerk (details on front page). 

Ivan Carter Decor 
4 Richmond Road 

Eccleston 
PR 7 5SS 

 

Painting and Decorating service, 
commercial and domestic. 
Rental properties catered  

for and no job too small. 
Local family business,  
friendly and reliable. 

Time served. 
Telephone 01257451615  

or 07935446619 

 

Creative 
Photography 

 

Established 1980 
 

  Fixed Price Weddings 
  (10% discount for 
  Church Weddings) 
  Family Portraits 

 

Sean Murphy LSWPP 
 
 

Tel : 07850 229780 
 

info@creative-photography.co 

No 7 Bus Service 
Since changes were made to the 
network in October last year, Stagecoach 
has acknowledged that the reliability of 
local services has been affected by 
problems with buses operating on other 
routes to and from Preston. 
 

Stagecoach has advised Cllr Alan 
Whittaker that, from Monday 4th April, 
Service 7 will be split from Preston 
routes and  will run with two vehicles, 
solely between Croston, Chorley and 
Lower Adlington, thus improving 
reliability, and not allowing the service to 
be affected by delays in other areas, that 
are not on Service 7. 
 

Stagecoach hopes these changes will 
restore a reliable service again, and 
provide a good level of service for 
customers.  The service will also return 
to being operating locally from within 
Chorley and by a very small group of 
drivers. 
 

If anyone has any issues relating to the 
service, they should call 01772 255777. 



Notice boards 
 

Keep up to date with Parish Council 
activities. The Notice boards are  
located next to the Library in the 
Carrington Centre,  and on the path 
by the Changing Rooms, off 
Drapers Avenue. 
  
Local non-for-profit organisations 
wishing to display A4 sized posters 
to publicise forthcoming events etc 
should contact the Clerk. 
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Eccleston Parish Council does not accept any 
responsibility for  items contributed by third parties. 

There has been a recent spate of 
burglaries, with 2 in the village on the 
same day in February. Therefore, it is 
vital that residents remember to close 
and lock all doors and windows, and 
report any suspicious activity to the Police. 
 

I have a small amount of FREE childrens cycle helmets available. 
The boys are suitable up to approx 7 years old, and the girls are 
suitable for approx 7 to 11 years of age. Should anyone want one, 
please email me at 7932@lancashire.pnn.police.uk 
 

We would also like to remind drivers about considerate parking 
outside the schools. Please do not park on the Zig Zags, in bus 
stops or obstruct pavements. 
 

Chorley Rural West villages will soon have a new Police Officer 
called Sonja Prescott, who we hope will be operational within the 
next few weeks. 

PCSO 7932 Maria Fetherstone  

Useful Telephone  
Numbers 

 

Police (non emergency): 101 
 

Police (Coppull): 
 01257 246103 

 

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
 

Chorley Borough Council: 
01257 515151 

 

Report any problems with 
roads and pavements to 

Lancashire County Council 
on 0300 123 6780 

Report vehicles parked on 
double lines to Lancashire 

Parking Services on  
0800 1952774 

National Grid (gas leaks) 

0800 111999 

United Utilities (Water) 

Leakline  0800 330033 

Need a perfect venue for a meeting or a function? 
 

then St Mary’s Parish Centre could fit the bill 
 

Comfortable seating/tabling for up to 40 people 
 

Excellent kitchen facilities 
 

Disability provision/baby changing facilities 
 

Low hourly donation rate 
 

Large car park 
 

Contact Pat Lee on 01257 452628 

Parking problems 
 

Residents have complained about 
problems caused by inconsiderate 
drivers obstructing the pavements 
and parking on double lines. 
 

The majority of the problems occur 
on Doctors Lane and Beechfields 
and The Green at school opening 
and closing  times with some 
parents even seen parking on the 
zigzags!  
 
Other areas reported are on The 
Green, by the entrances to the 
Carrington Centre and Sagar 
Street. Parking in both these area 
makes it extremely difficult for cars 
to exit onto The Green. 
 

The Parish Council has contacted 
the authorities and asked for some 
attention to be given to the village. 

Can you help at Eccleston 
Primary School? 
 

We are looking for 
sponsorship for our project 
to modernise the school. 
 
If you would like to be 
involved in sponsoring the 
project please call 01257 
451114 or email  
head@eccleston.lancs.sch.uk 
 

Many thanks! 
Kelvin Wilkins, Headteacher 

Eccleston Parish Council does not 
endorse or recommend any of the 
advertisers contained in this 
publication. 
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