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The
All
Weather Ball
Court
was
completed on
18 March and
the
lights
were switched
on for the first
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time that same evening.

Parish Council Meetings are held
on the second Thursday of each
month in The Changing Rooms,
Drapers Avenue, commencing at
7.30pm. All residents are
welcome to attend.

Staff from Lightmain, the contractor, had worked very hard to deliver
the project despite the appalling weather conditions.

A part of each meeting is set
aside specifically for residents to
air their views on local issues come along and have your say!

The court will be lit until 10:00pm each evening, with the lighting on
a timer controlled by the Parish Council and feedback from users
and the Young People’s centre has been very positive.

The vast bulk of the costs have been met from the developer’s
contribution from the former Sagar House site, enabling the Parish
Council to provide a £77,000+ facility for a few hundred pounds.

The idea for the Ball Court came from Members of the Young
People’s Centre and they put in a lot of work in inspecting other
Notice board
sites for ideas and researching the various options available. The
Keep up to date with Parish Council Parish Council then took over to arrange the necessary tenders,
activities. The Notice board is planning permission, funding and project management and we are
located on the path by the Changing very grateful to Chorley Council for approving the funding and to
Rooms, off Drapers Avenue.
Chorley’s Officer, Lindsey Blackstock, for all her help.
Local non-for-profit organisations The intention is to provide a facility which can be used in all
wishing to display A4 sized posters
weathers to discourage playing football etc on the car park areas.
to publicise forthcoming events etc
The Ball Court would also be offered to Chorley Council’s Play
should contact the Clerk.
Eccleston Parish Council does not
accept any responsibility for items
contributed by third parties.

Rangers who, on occasions during previous ‘summers’, came along
to provide organised sports and activities for young people only to
find the Recreation Ground too wet to use.

DARRENS
FRESH
FISH
CALLING TO ECCLESTON,
ON THE MAIN ROAD NEXT
TO VERDES RESTAURANT

EVERY THURSDAY
8.00AM TO 5.00PM
COME AND TAKE A
LOOK AT OUR VAST
DISPLAY OF FRESH
FISH AND SEAFOODS
ALL FISH CAN BE
SKINNED AND BONED
AT YOUR REQUEST
TELEPHONE:
07768 732611

Chairman’s Message
The Parish Council has now approved the budget for 2014. Given the
continuing very difficult economic environment Councillors were
focused on avoiding a cost increase for residents whilst maintaining or
enhancing the services and facilities available to the village, and I am
pleased to say that this has been achieved through careful budgeting
and financial planning. I would like to thank all the Councillors for their
support in achieving this aim. In particular, I would like to place on
record our thanks to the Clerk, Alan Platt, our Parish Caretaker, Mike
Marsh, and our Parish Lengthsman, Malcolm Hayes. Mike and
Malcolm can be seen working in all weather conditions, and certainly
the last few months have been challenging in that respect. Alan
continues to provide excellent guidance to the council as well as
managing the administrative aspects of council business.
I am delighted to say that the all-weather ball court, located next to the
Band hut on the Recreation Fields, is now installed and being put to
good use. The recent spell of poor weather has reinforced the need for
all-weather facilities to be made available in the village. The funding for
the court has been largely provided by Chorley Borough Council. The
refurbishment of the skate park has also been completed. The next
step in upgrading the Recreation Fields will be the provision of
improved paths that should cope better with winter conditions. The
upgrade of the paths is planned for this spring/summer; significant
funding has been obtained from Chorley Council again enabling the
Parish Council to improve village facilities at limited cost.
The planning application to build more than 400 properties in Charnock
Richard on the Camelot site will undoubtedly have an impact on
Eccleston, be it traffic levels, footfall to the shopping centre, or other
issues. The Council will be considering the application at the next
Council meeting, and we would encourage residents to share their
opinions with the Council.
As always we extend an invitation to residents to join our Council
meetings. You may have a concern that you would like to raise, a view
you wish to express regarding a current issue, or indeed just want to
hear about current Council matters.
Mark Frost

Council Tax
Creative
Photography
Established 1980
• Fixed Price Weddings
• (10% discount for

Church Weddings)
• Family Portraits
Sean Murphy LSWPP
Tel : 07850 229780
info@creative-photography.co

The Parish Council’s budget for the next financial year has been
set with, once again, no increase in the cost of the Parish Precept
to residents. The cost of the Parish Precept to Eccleston
residents remains virtually the same as it was in 2003!
Services provided by the Parish Council include the Village Caretaker,
who looks after the play areas and our other open spaces, and attends
to minor repairs to council property, and the Village Lengthsman, who
picks litter from the major routes and estate roads.
The Council is also responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the
Recreation Fields and Changing Rooms, the Drapers Avenue Play
Area, All Weather Ball Court, Skate Park and car parks, the Millennium
Green, Hawthorns Play Area and the Village Green. Mowing of the
entrance to The Hawthorns is also carried out by the Parish Council.
The Council also provides the Christmas Tree and lights, lighting for
the path between Drapers Avenue and Richmond Road, wayside
seats, emptying of dog waste bins and the relevant insurance cover.

Eccleston Library Skate Park
From Monday 10 March, come
and visit the newly opened
Eccleston Library! We have even
more to offer you, including:
free membership
a refreshed stock of adult and
junior books, including large print
talking books on CD and
Playaways - pre-loaded digital
audio books, handy for those
healthy walks or runs

Whilst
the
Ball
Court
construction was under way the
Council took the opportunity to
carry out improvements to the
Skate Park with replacement of
the tarmac between the skate
ramps with the surface of
choice (concrete) for wheeled
sports users and, whilst the
surfacing work was being
carried out the ramps were
refurbished
and
later
reinstalled.

DVDs for children and adults
free internet access with printing
facility, photocopier
regular children's activities, such
as Storytime on Monday
afternoons and Baby Bounce and
Rhyme on Friday mornings
excellent access from the level
car-park
The newly surfaced Skate Park
accessible toilet
coffee mornings, knit and natter Our thanks go to Ray Moore, of
group, book club
local business Moore Readymix
events, talks and activities for all
Ltd, of 228 The Green who kindly
So whether you are ready for the supplied the concrete for the
surface entirely free of charge - a
next bestseller, want to read up on
wonderful gesture for which we
your holiday destination, need
books on a new hobby, start your are very grateful.

family history or just want o meet
up at one of our events, there's
something for everyone.
Having completed the Ball
Court and Skate park projects
Bike Marking
the Council will not be sitting
Join us on Saturday 15 March, back admiring its work - the
9:30 - 12:00 to get your bike or next major project will be the
scooter security marked by the laying of a crushed stone type
PCSOs and placed on the Bike path around the perimeter of
Register.
the Recreation Fields which
will, hopefully, allow access for
Our opening hours are:
all, including wheelchairs and
Mon 9.30 - 12.30, 1.30 - 7.00
pushchairs.
Tues Closed
The path will again be largely

What’s next?

Wed 9.30 - 12.30, 1.30 - 5.00
Thurs 9.30 - 12.30
Fri

9.30 - 12.30, 1.30 - 7.00

Sat

9.30 - 12.30

For further information, visit
lancashire.gov.uk/libraries
or phone 0845 0053 0005

funded
by
developers
contributions from the Sagar
House site and work is hoped to
start once the ground has dried
out sufficiently to be able to get
the heavy vehicles needed to
deliver the stone onto the Fields
so we’re hoping for a long, dry late
Spring/Summer!

SJM

Driver
Training

Safe Driving an investment for life
DSA Approved Driving Instructor
Over 32 years experience in
education
Excellent Pass Rate
Friendly, Supportive Instructor
In car DVD Lesson Presenter
Tel: 07850 229780
for further details or visit
www.sjmdriving.co.uk

Need a perfect venue for
a meeting or a function?
then St Mary’s Parish Centre
could fit the bill
Comfortable seating/tabling
for up to 40 people
Excellent kitchen facilities
Disability provision/
baby changing facilities
Low hourly donation rate
Large car park
Contact Pat Lee on 01257 452628
St Mary’s Parish Centre
Towngate (adjacent to the Church)
Eccleston PR7 5QL

C. Wilson Solicitors
215 The Green Eccleston
Telephone - 01257 451333/453857
Fax 01257 451333
www.cwilsonsolicitors.co.uk
e-mail - enquiries@cwilsonsolicitors.co.uk

CONVEYANCING - Buying/
selling a house? Law Society
CQS accredited, competitive fees.
LASTING POWERS OF
ATTORNEY - £300 each or
£500 for two.
WILLS AND PROBATE - Only
£60 for a will £110 for two mirror
wills.
(All sums are plus VAT)
INJURY COMPENSATION personal and efficient service we work hard to get the right
result - keep 100 % of your
compensation.
C Wilson Solicitors established
2004. Authorised and Regulated
by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority.
Registered number 400836

Need a professional website?
Computer Problems?
Call Technohow for local, reliable
support with all aspects of your home
and small business IT needs. Serving
Mawdesley and the surrounding
villages.
Services include:

•
•

Web Design and hosting
Home pickup and return as
standard

•

PC tune-ups and repairs at
competitive rates

•

Virus and Malware
removal

•

Home entertainment
systems

•

Wireless and wired
networking

•
•
•
•

Hardware Installation/Upgrades
Remote and/or on-site support
Patient tuition
Video to DVD transfers

Contact Technohow:
Ansaphone: 01704 822874
Mobile: 07777 631689
Email: neil@technohow.co.uk
Website: www.technohow.co.uk

Useful Telephone
Numbers
Police (non emergency): 101
Police (Coppull) : 01257 246103
Crimestoppers 0800 555111
Chorley Borough Council
01257 515151
Report any problems with roads
and pavements, including street
lighting and obstructions, to
Lancashire County Council on
0845 0530011
National Grid (gas leaks)
0800 111999

United Utilities (Water)
Leakline 0800 330033
Environment Agency
Floodline 0845 988 1188
Eccleston Parish Council does
not endorse or recommend any
of the advertisers contained in
this publication.

Lancashire Constabulary
Bike Marking Event at the newly opened
Eccleston Library, Carrington Centre
15th March 2014 9:30am - 12:00
with PCSO Liz Coleman
Come along to get your bike or scooter marked and placed on the Bike
Register.
Eccleston Neighbourhood
Protect your gadgets and
Policing Team

other electrical items
Register them for free on the
national property register via
www.immobilise.com
Registration only takes a couple
minutes and should you lose or have
property stolen and it is recovered, it
allows all police forces to identify an
item and return it to the rightful
owner.
Anything from your TV to your
toaster can be registered. For more
information please visit
www.immobilise.com
or
www.lancashirepolice.uk/
helpandadvice/advise/immobiliseproperty-database

Resident’s Plea
The Council has received a
request from a resident to
highlight, amongst other things,
problems caused by inconsiderate
dog owners failing to clear up
after their animals. The issue of
dog fouling has also been raised
by residents attending Parish
Council meetings.
Areas specifically mentioned are
Snipewood and Drapers Avenue and
our local PCSo’s and Chorley
Council’s Neighbourhood Officers
are paying particular attention to
these, and other, areas.
The resident also raised concerns
about parking on double yellow lines
around food outlets in the village and
the schools, vehicles parking on
pavements, drivers using mobile
phones whilst driving and dogs
barking when the owners are away.

Villages
in Partnership
AGM
taking place on
Tuesday 18 March 2014 at
Bateman Hall, Sagar Street,
Eccleston, PR7 5TA.
All welcome.
Light refreshments will
be served afterwards
For further information
please call 01257 452698

Nicholsons
Ligan House, 32 Town Road, Croston
Tel: 01772 601700
Friendly Local Solicitors Est. 1992
Specialised areas
Wills and Probate
Lasting Power of Attorneys
Matrimonial
We are proud to sponsor local
ventures and charities
Home/Hospital/Nursing Home
appointments and out of hours
appointments can be arranged
Please telephone for a free initial appointment
Amanda Nicholson BA (Hons) Law MLS

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No 74964

Local Businesses
Do you want to reach around
1800 properties in the village?
Contact the Clerk (details on
page 1) for information on
advertising in the Parish
Council newsletter.
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